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James B. Hobbs : Homophones and Homographs: An American Dictionary before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Homophones and Homographs: An American Dictionary:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Book For Any Serious WriterBy T. DillmanJames
Hobbs was brilliant in this valuable text concerning the ever evolving American-English language. The now-deceased
Professor Hobbs was aliterary hero, and awriter well worth following.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Not for EveryoneBy Earle Williamslf you enjoy words and language, this volume is superb! A great resource
book, including spelling and usage. But it is not for the casual reader.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Great Reference BookBy SwanSimmonsThis is another good book to have around for teaching, or referencing words.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786406100

It gives you the proper spelling and usage of the word.

This comprehensive compilation of American homophones and homographs defines and cross-references more than
8000 entries. It provides assistance with spell-checking and gives the context in which these words may appropriately
be used.'

From Library JournalReaders may be familiar with homonyms, which are words with different meanings that are
pronounced and spelled the same way (such as plane, which as a verb can mean to make smocth or to soar in the air
and as anoun can mean alevel, atype of tree, or ameans of transportation). The less familiar homophones are words
with different meanings and spellings that sound alike (raise, rays, and raze) or nearly alike (accept and except). And
homographs look alike but are pronounced differently (minute, a unit of time, vs. minute, very small). Hobbs
developed this valuable resource, first published in 1986, after helping afriend's child generate hundreds of
homophones for a contest. The bulk of it is devoted to 7,781 homophones arranged in alphabetical order, followed by
1,552 homographs, aso in alphabetical order and aided by See references. Typical entries feature a one- or two-
sentence definition, and entries for homographs include pronunciation information. The annotated bibliography is
more than seven excellent pages in length, but the nine-page appendix is a confusing array of homophones,
homographs, and words that function as both. Useful for larger collections, wordsmiths, spelling enthusiasts, and
punsters.AElizabeth Connor, Medical Univ. of South California, Charleston Copyright 1999 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistExpanded edition defines and cross-references 7,781 homophones and 1,552
homographs, up from 7,000 and 1,400 in the previous edition. "a good sourcebook"--CRL News



