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College Off the Record):

Introduction from the Author When people come to Babson College, they see avery readlistic version of what lifeis
like. Walking down the middle of campus, youll see students hurrying to class, some even reading class notes while
talking on their cell phones. Their determined long strides, coupled with a serious business-like style signal the fact
that they arein ahurry and dont want to waste any time to give you asmile or afriendly look. This may seem like a
negative depiction of atypical student, but keep in mind, its only afirst impression.Students here are just like at any
other business school, except that they are a bit overwhelmed with work most of the time. But out of class, most
Babsonians are outgoing, well-mannered, and friendly. There are, of course, exceptions to all generalizations, but you
will not have much trouble finding a group of people who share your views and interests. Although a majority of
students at Babson own a summer and awinter car, most students here are not as stuck up asthey may seem. This
school may be known for its diversity, but youd be surprised how well everyone fitsinto a certain cultural mold. Many
students also complain about the small college size when speaking in terms of socia life on campus. And though the
size of this business school is small in comparison to giants such as Penn State and New Y ork University, it iswell
known all over the world for its entrepreneurship program and atmosphere. It is therefore an abode to many
international students and students from all over the nation.Y ou will not find that the party scene hereis asraging as at
most of the schools your friends go to, but the academics here are excellent. The teachers, faculty, and everyone in the
administration are extremely helpful in providing Babsonians with a well-rounded college experience. Babson offers a
large variety of Division |1l varsity sports, tons of organizations to choose from, and a serious business curriculumthe
latter being the main reason why most students choose Babson.Anna Klimentievna Gatker, Author

Editorial s'...get viewpoints on a variety of topics from the student body, which is where the Prowler getsitsroar."-
Melissa Kaplan, Boston GlobeReal Insider Information. - CNN "Thisis the kind of information kids really want to
know before they pick acollege." - Michelle Slatalla, NY Times This humble company produces the most useful
information | ve run across for helping high school kids understand what it sreally like on campus. - Roland Allen,
Director of College Counseling at St. Margaret s Episcopal School"Thereisinformation on which schools have
packed computer labs, which dorms are studious or riotous, ..." Ben Gilbert, The Washington Post, April 27,
2004Customer s College Prowler is the needed link between students and guidebooks. It's students, writing for future
students, about their student experience. It's like having an older sibling that went to the school and is telling you all
about it. - Ashley Dallas, TX The guidebooks this company produces are revolutionary. Y ou should not go to college
without getting the College Prowler guidebook on your school."- Breanna - Chambersburg, PA"The information just
seems so much more truthful than books written by larger companies. What a difference it makes to have a book
written by a current student!"-Alison - Ithaca, NY Asa parent, | am thrilled that a comprehensive body of information
isavailable in an easy to read and entertaining format which the students will actually read!! - Vince E. Idlip, NY --
Editorial and Customer sAbout the AuthorWelcome to College Prowler During the writing of College Prowlers
guidebooks, we felt it was critical that our content was unbiased and unaffiliated with any college or university. We
think its important that our readers get honest information and a realistic impression of the student opinions on any
campusthats why if any aspect of a particular school is terrible, we (unlike a campus brochure) intend to publish it.
While we do keep an eye out for the occasional extremistthe cheerleader or the cynicwe take pride in letting the
studentstell it likeit is. We strive to create a book thats as representative as possible of each particular campus. Our
books cover both the good and the bad, and whether the survey responses point to recurring trends or avariation in
opinion, these sentiments are directly and proportionally expressed through our guides. College Prowler guidebooks
are in the hands of students throughout the entire process of their creation. Because you cant make student-written
guides without the students, we have students at each campus who help write, randomly survey their peers, edit,
layout, and perform accuracy checks on every book that we publish. From the very beginning, student writers gather
the most up-to-date stats, facts, and inside information on their colleges. They fill each section with student quotes and
summarize the findings in editorial reviews. In addition, each school receives a collection of letter grades (A through
F) that reflect student opinion and help to represent contentment, prominence, or satisfaction for each of our 20
specific categories. Just asin grade school, the higher the mark the more content, more prominent, or more satisfied
the students are with the particular category. Once a book is written, additional students serve as editors and check for
accuracy even more extensively. Our bounce-back teama group of randomly selected students who have no
involvement with the projectare asked to read over the material in order to help ensure that the book accurately
expresses every aspect of the university and its students. This same processis applied to the 200-plus schools College
Prowler currently covers. Each book isthe result of endless student contributions, hundreds of pages of research and
writing, and countless hours of hard work. All of thishasled to the creation of a student information network that
stretches across the nation to every school that we cover. Its no easy accomplishment, but its the reason that our guides



are such agreat resource. When reading our books and looking at our grades, keep in mind that every collegeis
different and that the students who make up each school are not uniformas a result, it is important to assess schools on
a case-by-case basis. Because its impossible to summarize an entire school with a single number or description, each
book provides a dialogue, not a decision, thats made up of 20 different topics and hundreds of student quotes. In the
end, we hope that this guide will serve as avauable tool in your college selection process. Enjoy!



